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SEPTEMBER 21 LEAGUE MEETING

  The September 21 League meeting will be at 7 pm at the Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. Chris Chiles, Cabell County Prosecuting Attorney, will be the speaker. The subject will be the magistrate court. We will allow time for your questions.

   The WV court structure includes the magistrate court, family court, circuit court, and supreme court of appeals. “The magistrate court may issue arrest and search warrants, hear misdemeanor cases, conduct preliminary examinations in felony cases, and hear civil cases with $5,000 or less in dispute. Magistrates also issue emergency protective orders in cases involving domestic violence. The circuit court hears appeals from the magistrate court. (From WV Supreme Court web page.)”

   Cabell County has 7 magistrates, elected every 4 years. The WV constitution allows the legislature to determine the qualifications for magistrates, but can not require them to be lawyers. Unlike the former Justice of the Peace program, magistrates receive salaries rather than fees from services.

   There seems to be public interest in the magistrate system. Both the WV Silver Haired Legislature and the Huntington Women’s Caucus have studied the magistrate system. 

   Our fall meetings will cover the different court levels in WV. Please come to our meetings and bring your friends. Purposes of the League include informing both ourselves and others. 

CONTACT YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Congressman Nick Rahall II-

  www.rahall.house.gov (use this site for email) 

  304-225-3452; 2307 Rayburn House Office       Building, Washington, DC 20515-4804

  Huntington office – 304-522-6425 

Sen. Robert C,. Byrd

  Byrd.senate.gov/byrd_email.html

  202-234-3954; 311 Hart Senate Office Building,       Washington. DC 20510

Sen. John D. Rockefeller IV

   Rockefeller.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm

   202-224-6472; 531 Hart Senate Office Building

   Washington, DC 20510

CEDAW ACTION ALERT: Urge Your Senators to Support CEDAW, 

The Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

   The Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is the most comprehensive international treaty promoting the advancement of women worldwide. It establishes a legal framework to which all governments must adhere, to ensure the equality of women in various areas of life including politics, law, employment, education, health care, commerce and domestic relations. President Carter signed CEDAW, but the United States remains the only democracy in the world that has NOT ratified the CEDAW Treaty, putting our country in the dishonorable company of states such as Iran, Somalia and Sudan. 

   The CEDAW Treaty provides a universal standard for women's human rights. It provides a fundamental framework for ending international violence against women, ensuring girls access to education, and promoting economic opportunity and political participation for women.  The United States should strive to be a leader and set an example for the rest of world in its commitment to women and expanding women's rights by ratifying CEDAW.   

   Contact Senators Byrd and Rockefeller.    Urge them to support ratification of the CEDAW Treaty for the Rights of Women today!  

health care reform

   the League of Women Voters is a strong  advocate of health care reform. Here are some facts to consider why WV will benefit from reform. (From Center for American Progress)

· 30 residents of WV are losing health insurance daily, an 14,000 Americans nationwide lose insurance daily.

· The average family premium in WV costs $2,000 more because our system fails to cover everyone – and $1,100 more nationally.

· Our broken health insurance system will cost the WV economy as much as $1.4 billion this year in productivity losses due to the uninsured rate since 2007.

· *In WV there has been a 5% increase in the uninsured rate since 2007.

· *290,000 are uninsured today in WV.

· The average family premium will rise from $13,036 to $22,244 by 2019 in WV without health care reform.

· *In WV without health care reform, 37,480 will have lost coverage from Jan. 2008 to Dec. 2010.

· In WV 125,000 people would gain coverage as a result of the House health care reform bill by 2013, and 201,000 would gain coverage by 2019.

· *A typical WV family will pay $22,244 for health coverage in 2019 without health care reform.

__________________________________________

LWV HUNTINGTON The League of Women voters, a nonpartisan organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues,, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to men and women of voting age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45, individual and $60 for a household membership. Mail to 706 Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701. Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area. To contact the LWV of the Huntington Area, call 304-736-3287.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

6128 Gideon Rd., Huntington, WV 25705

CALENDAR

September 21, 7 pm. Enslow Park Presbyterian    Church. League meeting on Magistrates

September 28, 11:30 Beverly Hills Presbyterian   Church, League board meeting. (All members are welcome to attend the meeting.)

FACTCHECK.ORG

   The hottest issue before us is health care reform. Many people are speaking out on the topic. Because we hear so many allegations, we sometimes find it difficult to discern the truth. Check with www.factcheck.org for the facts. Fact Check finds truths and mistakes on all sides of issues. ”We are a nonpartisan, nonprofit ‘consumer advocate’ for voters that aims to reduce the level of deception and confusion in U.S. politics. We monitor the factual accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political players in the form of TV ads, debates, speeches, interviews and news releases. Our goal is to apply the best practices of both journalism and scholarship, and to increase public knowledge and understanding…. The Annenberg Political Fact Check is a project of the Annenberg Public Policy center of the U. of PA. The APPC accepts NO funding from business corporations, labor unions, political parties, lobbying organizations or individuals. It is funded primarily by the Annenberg Foundation.” (From Fact Check’s website)
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